
Seminar Organization 
 
 This seminar will introduce you to XXX (topic).  You will learn how XXXX can be used 
to solve problems of interest to entomologists.  A seminar is intended to provide you with 
 
 The seminar is intended for graduate students and it is ESSENTIAL that you read the 
assigned reading materials before coming to class.  All graduate student participants are expected 
to attend each seminar and to contribute to the discussions each week. 
 
 During the first 2 weeks of the seminar, each participant will choose a topic for 
presentation and we will organize a schedule for the rest of the semester.  The first week will 
include organizational issues and a brief overview of the topic by the faculty organizer (s). 
 
 Once topics have been assigned, guest lecturers will prepare and give presentations on the 
topics (we will have 2 weeks without meeting so that the first student presenter has time to 
prepare their seminar).  
 
 Students will have two roles:  presenter of a topic and contributor to discussions.   
 
 Presenters should conduct a review of the literature, including original peer-reviewed 
journal articles, on a topic of their choice after consulting with the seminar organizer(s).  The 
seminar organizer(s) should provide guidance on the scope of the topic and, if requested, assist in 
starting the search for appropriate literature.  One week prior to presenting the seminar, the 
student should hand out a 2-3 page overview of his/her topic to the seminar members, including 
a list of the most important references so that fellow students have a mechanism for following up 
on the topic.  In addition, the student should make one to three of the most important references 
available to the class (by sending pdf files by email, by placing Xerox copies in the Reading 
Room, or by providing website addresses for the references).   
 
 On the day of the presentation, the student is responsible for setting up their visual aides 
(Powerpoint, blackboard information, posters, Xerox copies of notes), if any.  He/she then makes 
a presentation lasting approximately 40-45 minutes.  At the end of the presentation (or during, if 
the presenter chooses), he/she is responsible for leading a discussion on the topic.  The 
discussion may include critical analyses of the scientific methods used to investigate the topic 
and improvements needed, gaps in knowledge, ideas about how to fill those gaps, relevance to 
other entomological research, etc.  Each student presenting the seminar is expected to contribute 
their ideas, experiences, critical analysis of the topics. 
 
 Letter grades will be based on the following:   
  Seminar preparation and presentation                 80% 
  Class participation and discussion                 20% 
 
 
 
 
For additional information contact Dr. XXXX, Dept. of Entomology and Nematology, Building 
970, Room 3111, 352-392-1901, ext. xxx, fax: 352-392-0190, or email:  
 
 


