
MINUTES OF THE FACULTY MEETING  –  June 21, 2018 

 

ATTENDEES:  Bloomquist, Branham, Crow, Cuda, Dale, Daniels, Dickson, DiGennaro, 
Hodges, Jack, Koehler, Leppla, Lucky, Mallinger, McAuslane, Pereira, Siegfried, Wong, Dunn 
and Burnett 

ZOOM:  Alto, Burkett-Cadena, Day, Duncan, Kern, Lord, Moraes and Rey 

Meeting called to order at 3:00 pm. 

Siegfried reminded faculty that Lisa Taylor has organized a Sustainability Group Meeting for 
Monday at 1:00 pm.  

Bonning will present the results of the Research Retreat at the next Coffee Break. 

Reminder that Dean Burns is requiring all grant proposals be in a minimum of 5 days ahead of 
deadline. 

Congratulations to Jamie Ellis and Dan Hahn on being promoted to full professor and Hugh 
Smith for receiving tenure and promotion to associate professor. 

McAuslane reported on new Compass software.  Students may continue to register for special 
topics but it has to be completed early.  4905 and 6905 must be done a week before regular 
registration ends. 

Siegfried introduced Diane Roland, Director of AgroEcology and members of her team.  They 
welcomed us to their program and said they have a lot of opportunities for faculty and students. 

• PhD – 18 credits (International Experience required) 
• August 13-15 A2I Symposium  -  aimed at students wanting to go into industry – only 

20-25 students accepted ($50 registration fee) 
• Project Team Class is ideal for DPM students 

Proposed changes to MS curriculum:   

• Thesis Option - Delete requirements for biochemistry or molecular biology and a pest 
management course.  Add an elective in Entomology or Nematology.  Discussion ensued 
with many wanting the biochem or molecular biology to stay, but some wanted more 
time for research.   

• Non-Thesis – (30 credit hours coursework) also drop molecular biology, biochemistry, 
and pest management – add capstone and seminar  

• Cameron Jack will work on examples for capstones directly beneficial to student – 
current students could opt in 

• Department Seminars could be recorded for an option for Distance students. 



A Qualtics vote will be prepared describing the various options and proposed changes to the 
M.S. requirements and distributed to faculty.  Results will be presented at the next faculty 
meeting. 

Faculty were asked if they would be willing to remove the physical presence requirement for 
distance students.  Unanimous approval among faculty attending meeting. 

Position Updates 

• FMEL new Mosquito Ecologist is Lindsay Campbell, CDC Atlanta, will join August 24th 
• FMEL Extension position is narrowed down to four candidates (Kylie Zirbel, Kristen 

Healy, Eva Buckner and Lary Reeves) and will interview in July. 
• Nematology position – Dorota Porazinska has been offered the position.  She will be 

visiting next week to discuss details. 
• Lecturer (Biosecurity & IPM) has identified four candidates (Emily Kraus, Morgan 

Byron, Nicole Casuso and Tolulope Agunbiade) who will be interviewing in July and 
early August. 

• GCREC will be interviewing three candidates (Karol Krey, Dara Stockton, and Sriyanka 
Lahiri) in July. 

• Because of the $6M budget cuts in 2017 and the unexpected costs of hurricane relief and 
increased school security, IFAS’s request to regain the loss in recurring funds did not 
happen.  As a result, Dr. Payne has initiated a hiring freeze on new searches until results 
of the upcoming legislative session in which there will be attempts to regain these funds. 

Bee Lab 

Open House will be August 24th for select beekeepers, donors, legislators and other dignitaries 
and August 25th for the general public.  Siegfried mentioned that many people will be in and 
around our building on those two days and we should take this opportunity to also showcase our 
other programs. 

Committees 

There have been no volunteers for the Committees needed within the Department.  If no one 
volunteers, Siegfried will start appointing:  Web, Social, Awards, Other.  A schedule will be 
developed for the responsibility of serving as Marshal at graduation. 

Administrative Committee is meeting in early July to review Bylaws.  They will also discuss 
space allocations since additional space has been created with the opening of the Bee Lab.  
Requests for additional space will be considered at the upcoming meeting. 

Meeting adjourned at 4:45 pm. 

 


