
MINUTES OF THE FACULTY MEETING  –  January 5, 2017 

 

ATTENDEES:  Baldwin, Branham, Cuda, DiGenaro, Ellis, Gillett-Kaufman, Grabau, Hodges, 
Kaufman, Leppla, McAuslane, Mengistu, Oi, E. Weeks, J. Weeks and Burnett 

Via Polycom:  Alto and Rey 

 

Meeting called to order at 2:00 pm. 

Diane Rowland from Agronomy came to speak with Department about Agroecology at UF  
Summit taking place May 15-17.  She also shared about a course AGR 6905 – International 
Agricultural Experience which she hopes we will become involved with.   

Annual Evaluations and 5 year CV are due January 20th.  Appointments will be made in February 
and March.  Siegfried is working on guidelines to help him with the evaluation process. 

Position Updates: 

• Pollination Ecology  -- should be signed off on and advertised very soon. 
• Vector – This position is temporarily on hold until we decide the best way to move 

forward with it. 
• 2 Apopka positions – One position will be environmental modeling and the other is still 

undecided. 
• We have the opportunity to move Tesfa’s position into tenure track, but have to advertise. 
• Adam Wong has accepted the Pathologist/Symbiosis position and will start when all Visa 

documents are complete (hopefully mid June). 
• Michael Rogers replacement was inquired about, but we have no news. 

There is a call for high impact publications that you might have.  Please submit any you feel 
might qualify to Blair.  We may submit two from the Department. 

Ellis gave an update on his new building with graphics showing the location.  A brief discussion 
followed. 

McAuslane said we will get four Fellowships this year.  She shared the metrics for the PhD 
program by handout.  She stated she has more detailed information if anyone is interested. 

Grad Committee Membership – How does the faculty feel about spouses or subordinates both 
serving on the same committee.  Discussion was held.  It was decided to do a qualtrics survey 
polling faculty and check with other universities on their policies. 



 

There was no additional business. 

Meeting adjourned at 3:35 pm. 

 


