
MINUTES OF THE FACULTY MEETING  –  July 17, 2015 

 

ATTENDEES:  Branham, Crow, Cuda, Dickson, Hulcr, Kern, Liburd, Lucky, McAuslane, 
Maruniak, Mengistu, Miller, Oi, Pereira, Taylor, Webb, E. Weeks, J. Weeks, White and Burnett 

Via Polycom:  Burkett-Cadena, Connelly and Smartt 

 

Meeting called to order at 11:00 am. 

McAuslane stated a couple of things have happened to pack the agenda, so she needs to move 
quickly. 

The Research budget was down.  McAuslane shared the formula used for allocations:   

            Unit Allocation = Research Faculty FTE + Infrastructure + Productivity 

In the future the metrics may change.  Some possibilities under consideration are grant dollars 
and IDC.  Please keep this in mind and do your best to help increase our allocations. 

The Turf & Ornamental position needs more applicants, so please use your contacts to generate 
interest in this vacancy. 

Crow announced that the Molecular Nematologist position has 11 applicants, with a few that 
look positive.  There is a large Nematology meeting next week where he plans to promote 
position and generate more interest. 

Leppla stated the Eminent Scholar position is posted.  He is doing a new prospectus similar to 
what was used in the Chair search. There is also a template letter being sent to nominated 
individuals.  The Search Committee feels the personal touch is the best way to lure a stellar 
candidate. 

McAuslane noted that she had recently received notice that nine of the 56 new IFAS positions 
would be pulled back.  Chairs and Center Directors want Dr. Payne to consider having 9 month 
appointments, as done in Liberal Arts, and keep the positions.  After discussion general 
consensus of faculty was that 8 month appointments wasn’t a good idea. 

The majority of the new positions are 70% Research and 30% Extension.  In addition to the 
announced positions, Michael Rogers’ citrus position will also be filled as he will continue as 
permanent Center Director. 

McAuslane discussed survey she sent, done by Dean Wysocki, in regards to graduate students.  
She stated that the international students’ responses concern her most.  She reminded faculty that 



the department has the Newell Fund that can help get students through tough times.  The UF 
International Center shows cost of attendance on their website and offers a budget of expenses. 

Hulcr announced that the Fall Seminar Series is full:  New Student Orientation, Richard Levine, 
Cory Monroe, Jennifer Gillett-Kaufman, Roger Kumar, Spencer Beamer, Bill Cooper and Al 
Wysocki-Distance Learning.  Seminars will be on Fridays at 10:30 am with student lunch to 
follow at noon. 

McAuslane said we are moving to a new website look.  She showed an example and will be 
sending information to faculty about developing their page. 

Cuda asked about updates on the quarantine facility.  McAuslane said that is part of the reason 
Dr. Payne is pulling back the nine positions. 

There was no further business. 

Meeting adjourned at 12:00 pm. 

 


