
MINUTES OF THE FACULTY MEETING  –  April 17, 2015 

 

ATTENDEES:  Baldwin, Bloomquist, Crow, Cuda, Ellis, Gillett-Kaufman, Hahn, Hoy, 

Kaufman, Liburd, McAuslane, Mengistu, Miller, Taylor, Webb,  and Burnett 

Via Polycom:  Burkett-Cadena 

 

Meeting called to order at 11:00 am. 

McAuslane circulated a draft of the Molecular Nematologist position announcement for review.  

Crow described the query he conducted in regards to the nematologist needs.  The proposed draft 

has a 70% research 30% teaching split.  Blair will be here week after next and will sit down with 

the nematologists to finalize the announcement.  Hopefully we will have this ready to advertise 

when he leaves, form a search committee and be able to start interviews in the Fall. 

McAuslane discussed graduate programs.  She provided information showing comparison of our 

PhD student numbers with others.  Currently funding isn’t based on this, but it may be in the 

future.  Hahn asked if us requiring a MS prior to PhD lowers our enrollment.  Hoy suggested we 

send emails to quality schools advertising our fellowships and programs. 

McAuslane displayed a bar graph detailing the energy savings that have incurred as a result of 

our long construction project. 

Dr. Payne put in a request for $5.5 million in faculty funding.  The House has approved but 

Senate hasn’t.  The two still have unresolved issues of healthcare and everything is on hold 

pending resolution of that issue.  Legislature is expected to go to special session. 

McAuslane updated that Tom Wickman came about the crepe myrtle trees in the courtyard.  He 

recommended keeping the trees – “they are a jewel”.  They have been trimmed and look nice.  

Baldwin added that at Bugfest this past Saturday many people commented on how nice the 

building and landscape was. 

McAuslane reminded everyone to congratulate those receiving IFAS/CALS awards:  Nancy 

Sanders -  Superior Accomplishment, Rebecca Baldwin -  Undergraduate Adviser of the Year, 

Andrea Lucky – Undergraduate Teacher of the Year and students who won fellowships. 

Cuda expressed concern about TA’s for distance education classes.  There was some discussion 

and McAuslane said it is something that the Graduate Committee and Blair can discuss after he 

arrives. 

Meeting adjourned 11:50 am. 


