
Minutes of Gainesville Faculty meeting, February 13, 2014 

 

Meeting called to order at 11 am. 

Capinera reported that at noon an IFAS department chair meeting would occur, 
featuring Betty Capaldi Phillips, who would address the new UF on-line degree 
program.  He had arranged for a Polycom connection to the meeting, so anyone 
wanting to hear the discussion was invited to attend. 

Capinera called for a vote on Eric Rohrig, candidate for courtesy and graduate 
faculty.  He was reviewed and approved by the graduate committee, and Norm 
Leppla spoke in support.  The vote was conducted by a show of hands, and approved 
20-1. 

Amanda Hodges presented an overview of the DPM program, emphasizing changes 
and innovations that she had implemented in conjunction with her advisory group 
and in response to external review.  She emphasized the critical role of the advisory 
committee and internships.  She explained the new requirements of a research-
oriented internship, new and more flexible curriculum, student handbook, and 
promotional activities.  She encouraged greater participation by ENY faculty and 
identified key cooperators among the faculty.  She also reported on the success of 
the graduates and their employment patterns. 

Rebecca Baldwin presented an overview of the outreach committee, identifying key 
participants, available resources, and activities such as Florida State Fair, Bugfest, 
school tours, and department tours that are implemented by the cooperating faculty 
and students. 

Heather McAuslane reviewed a proposed change to the academic program 
developed by the grad committee, specifically admission of unfunded students.  The 
department has tried to avoid admitting unfunded (self-funded) students due to 
past problems with quality and program duration.  There have been exceptions, of 
course, including those who are working in the field at nearby state and federal 
laboratories.  The committee is recommending that structure be developed for self-
funded students, including documentation that students would self-fund and not 
expect funding after admission.  The discussion will be continued at the next 
meeting. 

Jim Cuda reported that he was completing the CRIS report for the cooperative 
biocontrol project and needed reports from participants. 

John Capinera reported that matching funds would be available for equipment 
purchases (at least $500 per item), and requests (with justification and financial 
commitment) were due to him by COB February 28. 


