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The pasture mealybug is a new, invasive insect that infests grasses, reaches high
densities, and kills grass plantings. Turfgrass lawns are at risk, so it is important to look
closely for mealybugs. This insect moves from infested grass to pest-free areas on
equipment, people, and plant material.

WHAT TO LOOK FOR? 
Grass leaves turning yellow, red, purple, and then brown.
Grass looks drought-stressed, despite getting water.
Small, white, cottony insects on the undersides of leaves or at the base of the plant.

IF YOU FIND IT
1.Stop. Do not move to your next site with dirty equipment.
2.Tell your supervisor right away. Take photos if you can.
3.Clean and sanitize your equipment and clothing.
4.Report it to your local UF/IFAS County Extension office or

FDACS DPI Helpline: 1-888-397-1517.

PREVENT THE SPREAD
Inspect lawns before you mow, especially along roadsides, pond banks, and
naturalized buffers.
Clean mower decks, trimmers, blowers, and other equipment before moving to the
next property.
If working in an infested site, pressure wash or hand-clean and blow off equipment
before moving to the next property.
Do not haul infested clippings or plant material off site.

MANAGEMENT
Mow turfgrass at recommended heights.
Control fire ants with ant baits.
There are systemic insecticides labeled for turfgrass application.
For current guidance, check:
https://entnemdept.ufl.edu/pasture-mealybugs/turfgrass/

This is a new pest and guidance may change. For updates: https://go.ufl.edu/pasturemealybugs
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A cluster at the leaf base
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