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The pasture mealybug is a new, invasive insect that infests grasses and reaches high
densities, killing grass stands. Turfgrass lawns are at risk, so it is important to be on the
lookout for mealybugs. This insect moves from infested grass to pest-free areas on
equipment, people, and plant material.

WHAT TO LOOK FOR? 
Grass leaves turning yellow, red, purple, and then brown.
Grass looks drought-stressed, despite getting water.
Small, white, cottony insects on the undersides of leaves or at the base
of the plant.

IF YOU FIND IT
1.Take photos if you can.
2.Clean and sanitize your equipment and clothing.
3.Report it to your local UF/IFAS County Extension office or

FDACS DPI Helpline: 1-888-397-1517.
4.Notify your HoA, lawncare, and/or pest control professional.

PREVENT THE SPREAD
Inspect the lawn before you mow, especially along less
intensively managed turfgrass areas like pond margins.
Clean mower decks, trimmers, blowers, and other
equipment after mowing a lawn.
Do not haul infested clippings or turfgrass off site.

MANAGEMENT
Mow turfgrass at recommended heights to reduce risk of infestation.
Hire a licensed pest control professional to manage active infestations.
For current guidance, check: https://entnemdept.ufl.edu/pasture-mealybugs/turfgrass/

This is a new pest and guidance may change. For updates: https://go.ufl.edu/pasturemealybugs
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