PASTURE MEALYBUG UFIs-aisason

Standard Cleaning Protocol for Workers

Prepared by UF/IFAS Extension Pasture Mealybug Task Force

For personnel visiting farms or sites with suspected pasture
mealybug presence, cleaning up after the visit is key to
preventing the spread of this pest. Mealybugs (especially the §
tiny and mobile first- to third-instar crawlers) can easily move
on human clothing, equipment, and vehicles.

There are several things you can do to
avoid moving them.

TOOLS TO BRING:

e Spray bottles of isopropyl alcohol 70%

e Pesticide sprayer with soapy water (one gallon water and 1-2 tablespoons of dish
soap or insecticidal soap)

e Air compressor

AFTER WALKING IN AND COLLECTING FROM INFESTED AREAS:

e Spray shoes and pant legs with isopropyl alcohol or soapy water and remove any
attached plant material

¢ Clean collecting equipment with isopropyl alcohol or soapy water.

e Bring a change of clothes, especially shoes and pants, if traveling from a known
infested county to a negative county.

AFTER DRIVING OFF-ROAD INTO INFESTED AREAS:

e First, avoid driving vehicles into infested grass. Park on pavement, if possible.
e Use a pesticide sprayer filled with soapy water to generously spray bumpers, wheel
wells, tires and under-carriage before leaving infested areas.
o Air from an air-compressor can be used if a soapy water sprayer is not available.

e Use acar wash if traveling from a known infested county to a negative county.
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