UFIESEse  PASTURE MEALYBUG

Quick Guide for Roadside, Right-of-Way,
and Public Land Crews

Prepared by UF/IFAS Extension Pasture Mealybug Task Force --- keep this with your equipment

Pasture mealybug (PMB) is a new invasive insect pest of grasses. In Florida, it has been
confirmed on bahiagrass, bermudagrass, and several other grass species in pastures, hayfields,
sugarcane, roadsides, and rights-of-way. PMB can be spread through the movement of infested
plant material and contaminated equipment, making early detection and sanitation |mportant
management practices. BT A A7

WHAT TO LOOK FOR?

e Leaves turn yellow, then red or purple, then brown
(dead).

e Grass looks drought-stressed even after rain.

e A small, white, cottony insect on the underside of leaves
or at the base of the plant (see photos).

WHAT TO DO

e Look at the grass before you mow, especially in thick Reddening and yellowing on bahiagrass
canopy or unmowed areas. Sy

e Clean mower decks, trimmers, and vehicles before you
leave every site, every time.

e Ifasiteis known or suspected infested, pressure wash
decks and undercarriage before you leave. Can’t
pressure wash? Hand-clean and blow off to remove all
plant and soil residue.

e Never let wash water run into ditch, stream, or storm
drain.

e Do not haul clippings or plant material off site.

e There are insecticide treatment options that can be
applied, and they are more effective with early detection.
For guidance on that, check
https.//entnemdept.ufl.edu/pasture-mealybugs/turfgrass/

IF YOU FIND IT

1. Stop. Do not move to your next site with dirty
equipment.

2. Tell your supervisor right away. Take a photo if you can.

3. Report it: your local UF/IFAS County Extension office,
or FDACS DPI Helpline: 1-888-397-1517

This is a new pest and guidance may change. Adult and nymphs of PMB in the
For updates: https://go.ufl.edu/pasturemealybugs underside of a leaf base

For more information, please contact Dr. Adam Dale at agdale@ufl.edu or Dr. Jason Kruse at jkk@ufl.edu
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