
Preventing the Spread of Mealybugs on Equipment
Prepared by UF/IFAS Extension Pasture Mealybug Task Force --- keep this with your equipment

PASTURE MEALYBUG 

Pasture mealybugs can be moved between pastures, crop fields, roadsides, and rights-of-way on
mowing equipment, tractors, trailers, tools, clothing, and plant debris. Although most cleaning
methods do not guarantee complete removal of all mealybugs, a few quick steps can
significantly reduce the risk of spread.  A few minutes spent cleaning equipment can help reduce
the risk of spreading mealybugs to new sites.

A SIMPLE THREE-STEP PROCESS FOR CLEANUP
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Know where you are working and learn to
recognize signs of mealybug infestation

WHY CLEAN EQUIPMENT?

STEP 1: Remove Debris Before Leaving the Site
using a blower, compressed air or brush. Remove
plant residue, soil, and vegetation wrapped
around moving parts. Pay attention to mower
decks, belt and gear guards, undercarriages,
wheel wells, tires, and trailer ramps.

Whenever possible, remove debris in the
infested field or roadside area rather than
transporting it elsewhere. 

STEP 2: Inspect High-Risk Areas
Mealybugs are small and may hide in protected
areas, like crevices, undersides of equipment,
toolboxes and storage compartments, and even
on clothing.

STEP 3: Use Additional Cleaning When
Practical
Spraying equipment with a soap solution or 70%
isopropyl alcohol may help remove or kill
exposed mealybugs that remain on equipment
surfaces. Alcohol is best suited for spot
treatment of tools, boots, and small equipment
surfaces, but, since it is flammable, avoid
spraying near hot engines, exhaust systems,
sparks, or open flames. Where facilities are
available, washing can remove additional debris
and insects lodged in hard-to-reach areas.
Pressure washing may provide a more thorough
cleaning but is not always practical for daily
operations. 

DON’T FORGET WORKERS
Mealybugs and infested plant material may
also be moved on boots, pants, gloves, and
hand tools. 70% isopropyl alcohol spray can
take care of the bugs.
WHERE SHOULD CLEANING OCCUR?
It is best to clean equipment in the infested
field, pasture, or roadside area. If that is not
possible, use a designated cleaning area,
preferably on hard surfaces that minimize the
chance of mealybugs establishing in a new
area. Avoid cleaning near uninfested pasture,
cropland or roadsides.
ADDITIONAL BEST PRACTICES

Work clean sites before infested sites
whenever possible. 
Clean equipment before moving between
properties. 
Train operators to recognize pasture
mealybug infestations. 
Leave removed plant debris within the
infested area whenever practical. 

For more information, please contact Dr. Marcelo Wallau at mwallau@ufl.edu
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