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eekeeping is a dynamic industry
IRUVRPHDQGDSDUWWLPHKREE\IRU
others. It is a diverse enterprise, one
that allows its practitioners to be doctors
(diagnosing colony maladies), carpenters
(assembling hive equipment), botanists
NQRZLQJ EORRP F\FOHV  IDUPHUV KRQH\
producers and crop pollination providers),
and even business men/women (managing
HPSOR\HHVDQGPDUNHWLQJRQH¶VSURGXFWV 
DOO DPRQJ RWKHU MREV *LYHQ WKH PXOWLIDFeted business that is beekeeping, you might
JXHVVWKDWPDQ\FRPSRQHQWVRIEHHNHHSLQJ
DUH UHJXODWHG E\ ORFDO VWDWH DQG IHGHUDO
authorities.
,QWKLVDUWLFOH,ZLOOSURYLGHDEULHIRYHUYLHZ RI WKH W\SHV RI UHJXODWLRQV WKDW EHHNHHSHUVILQGDUHDQRUPDOSDUWRIOLIH:KHQ
I originally conceptualized this document,
I thought that I would go into great detail,
H[SODLQLQJ DOO RI WKH W\SHV RI UHJXODWLRQV
that beekeepers encounter, and listing, by
state, the various rules and regulations.
However, I then remembered that every
UHJLRQ VWDWH QDWLRQ HWF LV VR GLIIHUHQW LQ
its approach to beekeeping regulations that
I would never be able to do justice to my
original intent. Thus, I decided to provide
a very general overview and tell you how
\RX FDQ ILQG LQIRUPDWLRQ UHODWHG WR WKH
W\SHVRIUHJXODWLRQVXQGHUZKLFK\RXUEHHNHHSLQJHIIRUWVPLJKWIDOO
0DNH QR PLVWDNH VRPH SDUW RI \RXU
EHHNHHSLQJOLIHLVUHJXODWHGHYHQLI\RXGR
not realize that it is. Do you plan to extract,
ERWWOHDQGVHOOKRQH\",IVR±LV\RXUKRQH\
house licensed and inspected yearly? Does
your state require you to register your bees?
,I VR ± GLG \RX" $UH \RX NHHSLQJ EHHV LQ
DQ DUHD WKDW LV QRW ]RQHG IRU EHHNHHSLQJ"
,IVR±DUH\RXIROORZLQJWKHFRUUHFWUXOHV"
'RHV \RXU KRPH RZQHU¶V DVVRFLDWLRQ SHU-
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mit beekeeping in your neighborhood?
7KHVH DUH WKH W\SHV RI TXHVWLRQV WKDW \RX
must consider when jumping into the world
RI EHHNHHSLQJ +HUHLQ , EURDGO\ FODVVLI\
WKHW\SHRIUHJXODWLRQV\RXPLJKWHQFRXQter, and then tell you what those regulations
generally entail.
State apiary inspection laws
State apiary inspection programs were
FUHDWHG GHFDGHV DJR PDQ\ RI WKHP IRU
WKH VROH SXUSRVH RI LQVSHFWLQJ KRQH\ EHH
FRORQLHV IRU $PHULFDQ IRXOEURRG $)% 
$PHULFDQ IRXOEURRG ZDV D PDMRU SUREOHP IRU EHHNHHSHUV IRU PDQ\ GHFDGHV
However, the state inspection programs are
ODUJHO\UHVSRQVLEOHIRUEULQJLQJWKLVWHUULEOH
malady under control.
Some state apiary inspection programs
DUHPRUHUREXVWWKDQRWKHUV,Q)ORULGDIRU
example, the state apiary inspection program is the largest in the U.S., with over 14
apiary inspectors dedicated to the registraWLRQDQGLQVSHFWLRQRIPDQDJHGKRQH\EHH
colonies. Other states may have only one
or two apiary inspectors. Even then, the
apiary inspector may be only assigned apiDU\LQVSHFWLRQGXWLHVIRUDVPDOOIUDFWLRQRI
their time, with other needs such as plant
inspection taking precedent and consuming
PRVWRIWKHLUWLPH
7KH GDQJHU LQ PHQWLRQLQJ WKH UDQJH RI
VHUYLFHV RIIHUHG E\ DSLDU\ LQVSHFWRUV LV
WKDWWKHVHVHUYLFHVDUHQRWRIIHUHGLQHYHU\
state, region, or country. Thus, some readHUVRIWKLVDUWLFOHPLJKWEHGLVDSSRLQWHGWR
ILQG WKDW WKH\ KDYH QR DSLDU\ LQVSHFWLRQ
SURJUDPV DYDLODEOH DW DOO ,I WKLV LV WKH
case, state, regional and national beekeeper
organizations can lobby their respective
JRYHUQPHQWV WR HQFRXUDJH WKH FUHDWLRQ RI
such a program.

As noted, state inspection rules vary
by location and it is up to the beekeeper
to know his/her local rules. For example,
beekeepers in Florida, by law, must register
their colonies with the Florida Department
RI $JULFXOWXUH DQG &RQVXPHU 6HUYLFHV
'LYLVLRQ RI 3ODQW ,QGXVWU\ ,Q )ORULGD
registration is mandatory. In many other
places around the U.S., on the other hand,
registration is voluntary, leading many
beekeepers to question why they should
register their bees with the state at all. To
speak to that point, I think registration is
XVHIXO HYHQ LI QRW PDQGDWRU\ EHFDXVH
it gives beekeepers an important source
RI LQIRUPDWLRQ DVVLVWDQFH UHSUHVHQWDWLRQ
etc. Consequently, I recommend registering your bee colonies with whatever local/
UHJLRQDO DXWKRULW\ H[LVWV LI IRU QRWKLQJ
more than to show that you are making an
HIIRUWWREHFRPSOLDQW
In the U.S., many state apiary inspecWLRQSURJUDPVDUHPDQDJHGE\HDFKVWDWH¶V
GHSDUWPHQWRIDJULFXOWXUH7KHUHDUHDIHZ
states in which the apiary inspection programs are managed by the local land grant
university. Either way, it is worth searching
IRUWKHVHSURJUDPVDVWKH\RIWHQVHUYHDVD
ZHDOWKRILQIRUPDWLRQUHODWHGWREHHNHHSLQJ
and can help you remain compliant.
,I\RXOLYHLQWKH86WKHUHLVDIDQWDVWLF
resource to help you locate rules and regulations related to beekeeping in each state.
7KH$SLDU\,QVSHFWRUVRI$PHULFD http://
www.apiaryinspectors.org/index.html)
put together an interactive map (http://
www.apiaryinspectors.org/members.
html  WKDW ZLOO KHOS \RX ILQG \RXU ORFDO
contact easily. The same group also lists
the apiary regulations by state, again accessible via an interactive map (http://www.
apiaryinspectors.org/laws/index.html ,I
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\RX KDYH QRW GRQH WKLV EHIRUH , UHFRPPHQG IROORZLQJ WKH OLQNV QRWHG DQG FRQWDFWLQJ \RXU VWDWH¶V LQVSHFWRU WR VHH ZKDW
the rules and regulations are in your area.
+RZGR\RXILQGRXWDERXWUXOHVUHODWHG
WR DSLDU\ LQVSHFWLRQ LQ \RXU DUHD LI \RX
do not live in the U.S.? I recommend
doing an internet search with “your state/
region/nation apiary inspection services” or
“your state/region/nation beekeeping rules
and regulations.” For example, you might
search “Ontario apiary inspection services”
or “Italy beekeeping rules and regulations.”
$QRWKHU JUHDW ZD\ WR ILQG RXW DERXW WKH
UHTXLUHPHQWVLQ\RXUDUHDLVWRWDONWRDIHZ
seasoned beekeepers, especially commerFLDORQHVDVWKH\RIWHQNQRZDOOWKHUXOHV
UHJXODWLRQVUHODWHGWRWKHFUDIW
:KDWPLJKWEHUHJXODWHGE\\RXUDUHD¶V
apiary inspection program (this list is not
comprehensive)?
 D FHUWDLQ SHVW RU SDWKRJHQ RIWHQ
$PHULFDQIRXOEURRG
 SODFHPHQWRIFRORQLHVLQFHUWDLQDUHDV
- colony registration
 XQZDQWHG VSHFLHV RU VXEVSHFLHV RI
KRQH\EHHV XVXDOO\PHDQLQJ$IULFDQ
honey bees, but also including everyWKLQJWKDWLVQRWD(XURSHDQVWRFNRI
honey bee)
 PRYHPHQW RI FRORQLHV LQWRRXW RI
region or state
 VKLSPHQW RI EHHV LQFOXGLQJ TXHHQV
DQGSDFNDJHVLQWRRXWRIVWDWH
 JHQHUDO LPSRUWDWLRQH[SRUWDWLRQ RI
bees
- queen bee production
- package bee production
- nuc production/sale
What services might be provided by
\RXU DUHD¶V DSLDU\ LQVSHFWLRQ SURgram (this list is not comprehensive)?
- yearly colony inspections
- newsletters, blogs, etc.
- speaker services at local, state,
national beekeeping events
- extension and education programming
- disease/pest diagnostic services
 VFUHHQLQJ IRU XQZDQWHG VSHFLHV RU
VXEVSHFLHVRIEHHV
- updates about law or regulation
changes
- breaking news services about current
topics concerning beekeeping in your
area
I highly recommend contacting your
local, state, regional or national inspector
so that you can use them as a resource in
\RXUEHHNHHSLQJHIIRUWV
Zoning and city ordinances/
keeping of livestock
Sometimes, local or municipal authoriWLHVUHJXODWHWKHNHHSLQJRIEHHVLQDFHUWDLQ
area. For example, your local city may not
DOORZ WKH NHHSLQJ RI PDQDJHG KRQH\ EHH
colonies within its city limits. This can be
true in population dense areas or in areas
where the governing authorities were not
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FRUUHFWO\ HGXFDWHG DERXW WKH EHQHILWV RI
keeping honey bees. Regardless, you are
bound by the rules where you live. Thus, it
behooves you to contact your local zoning
DXWKRULW\ WR VHH LI NHHSLQJ EHHV LV SHUPLWWHGLQ\RXUDUHD,NQRZLWFDQEHGLIILFXOW
WR ILQG WKH ULJKW SHUVRQ ZKR FDQ DQVZHU
this question with authority. However, I
UHFRPPHQGVWDUWLQJZLWK\RXUDUHD¶VDSLDU\
inspector who should be able to help point
you in the right direction.
,ZRXOGOLNHWRPDNHDIXUWKHUQRWHDERXW
this. Local authorities can decide to outlaw
EHHNHHSLQJLQDQDUHDIRUZKDWHYHUUHDVRQ
they deem appropriate. It may be because
someone complained about a neighboring
EHHNHHSHU RU EHFDXVH $IULFDQ KRQH\ EHHV
are in an area. For this reason, local, state,
DQGQDWLRQDOEHHNHHSHUV¶RUJDQL]DWLRQVDUH
very important. I know I use Florida as
an example quite a bit, but it is because I
OLYH LQ )ORULGD DQG DP PRVW IDPLOLDU ZLWK
the Florida rules governing beekeeping.
There were municipalities across Florida
WKDW ZHUH SURKLELWLQJ WKH NHHSLQJ RI EHHV
in certain areas, sometimes due to the presHQFHRI$IULFDQKRQH\EHHVLQWKHVWDWH7KH
Florida State Beekeepers Association came
together to lobby the state government on
this very issue. In short, they wanted apiary placement authority to be in the hands
RI WKH VWDWH¶V DSLDU\ LQVSHFWLRQ SURJUDP
This eventually passed the legislature and
became the way things are done in Florida.
The idea is that local municipalities no
longer have the ability to prohibit beekeeping in a given area as that authority now
OLHVLQWKHKDQGVRIWKH)ORULGD'HSDUWPHQW
RI $JULFXOWXUH DQG &RQVXPHU 6HUYLFHV ,
told you this story to note that, with some
work, you can do things to overcome any
restrictive beekeeping law or ordinance.
However, this is best done with the backing
RIRWKHUEHHNHHSHUVDQGDILUPXQGHUVWDQGLQJRIWKHSURVFRQVRIZKDW\RXDUHGRLQJ
Homeowner’s associations
I have never lived in an area where I was
JRYHUQHGE\DORFDOKRPHRZQHU¶VDVVRFLDtion (HOA). However, I know that the rules
SXWIRUZDUGE\+2$VRIWHQWUXPSWKRVHRI
the state because you are voluntarily agreeing to submit to rules/regulations that are
more strict (in some instances) than those
VHWIRUWKE\\RXUORFDOJRYHUQLQJDXWKRULW\
)RUH[DPSOHLI\RXU+2$VD\V\RXFDQQRW
keep bees in your yard and you signed the
agreement a decade ago, you cannot keep
EHHV RIWHQ HYHQ LI WKH FLW\VWDWHUHJLRQ
says you can. Again, you are voluntarily
VXEPLWWLQJWRDPRUHUHVWULFWLYHVHWRIUXOHV
$OZD\VFKHFNZLWK\RXU+2$EHIRUHSODFing a bee colony within its jurisdiction.
Honey houses, bottling and
selling honey
Eventually, your bees will make honey.
Likely, you are going to want to extract,
bottle, and sell that honey. You might guess
WKDW WKHUH FDQ EH TXLWH D ORW RI UXOHV DQG
UHJXODWLRQV DVVRFLDWHG ZLWK WKLV DVSHFW RI
beekeeping. It all starts at the honey house.

(YHU\VWDWHRUUHJLRQWDNHVDVOLJKWO\GLIIHUHQWDSSURDFKWROLFHQVLQJKRQH\KRXVHV
When I grew up, I extracted honey in my
JUDQGIDWKHU¶VPLONLQJEDUQERWWOHGLWXQGHU
P\ SDUHQW¶V JDUDJH DQG LQ WKHLU NLWFKHQ
and sold it at local events. Today, I would
KDYH EURNHQ D PLOOLRQ UXOHV IROORZLQJ WKH
VDPH SURFHGXUH 7KH FDWFK RIWHQ DJDLQ
varying by the governing authority) is that
most honey must be bottled in a licensed
IDFLOLW\ &RPPHUFLDO EHHNHHSHUV WHQG WR
know this. As such, they have nice honey
H[WUDFWLRQERWWOLQJIDFLOLWLHVWKDWIROORZWKH
VWDWH¶VFRGHVIRUVXFKIDFLOLWLHV7KHIDFLOLties are inspected yearly and must adhere to
a strict standard. For example, some codes
require that three stainless steel sinks be
SUHVHQWWKDWDEDWKURRPEHSDUWRIWKHIDFLOity, that mouse traps be placed at certain
IUHTXHQF\DURXQGWKHSHULPHWHUHWF
2IFRXUVHPDQ\KREE\EHHNHHSHUVILQG
it hard to adhere to these standards because
WKH\ RQO\ KDYH IRU WKH VDNH RI DUJXPHQW
RQH WR WHQ FRORQLHV DQG FDQQRW DIIRUG WR
design and build a honey house that meets
DOORIWKHVSHFLILFDWLRQV,QVRPHLQVWDQFHV
then, by law they cannot sell their hive
SURGXFWV LI WKH\ ZHUH QRW ERWWOHGSDFNDJHGLQDOLFHQVHGIDFLOLW\7KHUHDUHDIHZ
things that beekeepers can do to overcome
this. First, they can ask a local beekeeper
ZKR GRHV KDYH D OLFHQVHG IDFLOLW\ LI WKH\
can extract and bottle their honey in the
RWKHUEHHNHHSHU¶VIDFLOLW\6HFRQGWKH\FDQ
work with a local licensed kitchen, such
as those managed by schools, restaurants,
HWF WR QHJRWLDWH WKH NLWFKHQ¶V XVH IRU ERWtling/selling honey. Finally, the beekeeper
FDQ H[SORUH WKH VWDWH¶V UXOHVUHJXODWLRQV
WR VHH LI D FRWWDJH IRRG ODZ H[LVWV WKDW
exempts small-scale producers as long as
WKH\ DGKHUH WR D FHUWDLQ VHW RI UXOHV IRU
H[DPSOH VHOO OHVV WKDQ  RI KRQH\
per year, note on the label that it was not
bottled in a licensed kitchen, etc.).
I want to stress that each governing
DXWKRULW\WDNHVDVOLJKWO\GLIIHUHQWDSSURDFK
to regulating honey houses/hive products/
bottling honey/etc. It is imperative that
HYHU\EHHNHHSHUEHFRPHIDPLOLDUZLWKKLV
her local laws and regulations. For beekeepers with honey houses, maybe only
D IHZ XSGDWHV DUH QHFHVVDU\ WR EULQJ WKH
honey house under compliance. For others,
it might be best to explore using another
IDFLOLW\ZKHQH[WUDFWLQJRUERWWOLQJKRQH\
6WLOORWKHUEHHNHHSHUVPLJKWILQGLWEHQHILFLDOWRH[SORUHFRWWDJHIRRGODZV RUVLPLODU
ODZV LQWKHLUDUHDVWRVHHLIH[HPSWLRQVDUH
possible. Regardless, you can rest assured
that your local governing authority (even
LI RQ WKH VWDWH RU QDWLRQDO OHYHO  KDV VRPH
VRUW RI UXOHV RU UHJXODWLRQV JRYHUQLQJ WKH
SURGXFWLRQDQGVDOHRIKLYHSURGXFWV
+RZGR\RXILQGRXWDERXWWKHVHODZV"
(1) Contact your local bee inspector. (2)
Talk to experienced beekeepers, especially commercial beekeepers, about these
requirements. (3) Contact your state departPHQWRIDJULFXOWXUH¶VIRRGLQVSHFWLRQGLYLVLRQ DV KRQH\ KRXVHVKRQH\ ERWWOLQJ RIWHQ
IDOO XQGHU WKHLU MXULVGLFWLRQ   5HDG WKH
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IHGHUDO UHJXODWLRQV UHJDUGLQJ IRRG SURcessing/labeling/etc.: https://www.gpo.
gov/fdsys/pkg/CFR-2008-title21-vol2/
xml/CFR-2008-title21-vol2-part101.xml
(shortened to: https://goo.gl/Z0O1LQ). I
co-authored a document on the Florida
Cottage Food law and honey. This docuPHQWFDQJLYH\RXDQLGHDRIKRZWKLVW\SH
RI ODZ PLJKW ZRUN LQ \RXU DUHD LI VXFK D
law exists: https://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/in918.
Removing colonies
7KHILQDODUHDRIEHHNHHSLQJWKDWFDQEH
UHJXODWHG LV WKH UHPRYDO RI IHUDO FRORQLHV
IURPZDOOVFKLPQH\VWUHHVHWF,UHPHPEHU ZLWK IRQGQHVV WKDW DV D \RXQJ ER\ ,
ZDVWKHDUHD¶VUHVLGHQWEHHNHHSHUDQGZDV
FDOOHGE\IULHQGVDQGQHLJKERUVWRUHPRYH
IHUDO EHH FRORQLHV IURP YDULRXV VWUXFWXUHV
My bee removal activities as a youth were
IXQ DQG LQQRFHQW +RZHYHU QRZ WKDW ,
work at a University and educate others on
this topic, I am aware that many governing
DXWKRULWLHV YLHZ WKLV DFWLYLW\ DV D W\SH RI
pest control and the pest control industry is
heavily regulated in most areas.
What does this mean? Well, by simply
UHPRYLQJ D KRQH\ EHH FRORQ\ IURP VRPHRQHHOVH¶VSURSHUW\\RXDUHSUDFWLFLQJSHVW
FRQWURO DW OHDVW DFFRUGLQJ WR PDQ\ VWDWH¶V
UXOHVDQGUHJXODWLRQV7KHLQWHUSUHWDWLRQRI
this regulation changed recently in Florida,
SHUPLWWLQJEHHNHHSHUVWRUHPRYHEHHVIURP
VRPHRQH HOVH¶V SURSHUW\ DV ORQJ DV WKH
colony is removed alive and taken back to
DPDQDJHGDSLDU\,IDEHHNHHSHUUHPRYHV
a colony and has to eradicate it in the
SURFHVV UHJDUGOHVV RI KRZ WKH\ NLOO WKH
QHVW WKH UHPRYDO LV YLHZHG DV D W\SH RI
pest control and the remover must have a
license to do this.
,W LV YHU\ LPSRUWDQW IRU PH WR QRWH DQG
you to recognize that this regulation will
vary greatly by state. It is possible that
there are states that do not consider beeNHHSHUUHPRYDORIDFRORQ\IURPVRPHRQH
HOVH¶V SURSHUW\ WR EH SHVW FRQWURO 7KDW
said, many states do. Maybe even most
consider it pest control when the colony is
eradicated in the process. Thus, it is very
important that beekeepers providing colony
UHPRYDO VHUYLFHV DQ\ZKHUH EH DZDUH RI
WKHLUVWDWH¶VUHJLRQ¶VRUQDWLRQ¶V GHSHQGing on the ultimate governing authority)
YLHZGHILQLWLRQRISHVWFRQWURO<RXPLJKW
EH VXUSULVHG WR ILQG RXW WKDW \RX KDYH
been engaging in pest control without a
OLFHQVH DQG WKLV RIWHQ LV QRW YLHZHG YHU\
IDYRUDEO\ E\ WKRVH ZKR UHJXODWH WKH SHVW
FRQWURO LQGXVWU\ &RPSOLDQFH RIWHQ PHDQV
becoming licensed, regularly accumulating
continuing education units, having liability
insurance, etc.
7KHEHVWZD\WRILQGRXWDERXWUXOHVJRYerning pest control in your area is similar
to how one discovers the rules governing
RWKHU DVSHFWV RI EHHNHHSLQJ LQ \RXU DUHD
This includes: (1) contacting your local
bee inspector, (2) talking to experienced
beekeepers, especially commercial beekeepers, about these requirements, and
  FRQWDFWLQJ \RXU VWDWH GHSDUWPHQW RI
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DJULFXOWXUH¶V SHVWLFLGH GLYLVLRQ 5HJDUGLQJ
the latter, the pesticide regulatory authority
RIWHQ LV KRXVHG LQ RQH¶V VWDWH GHSDUWPHQW
RIDJULFXOWXUH$WWKHHQGRIWKHGD\WKHUH
LV QR VXEVWLWXWH IRU WDONLQJ WR \RXU ORFDO
inspector or a knowledgeable beekeeper in
the area who provides this service.
Conclusion
I did not write this article to scare you,
but only to let you know that there could
EH DQ\ QXPEHU RI UXOHV DQG UHJXODWLRQV
governing your beekeeping activities. I
hope that this article helps point you in the
ULJKWGLUHFWLRQFRQFHUQLQJILQGLQJRXWZKDW
WKHVHUXOHVUHJXODWLRQV LIDQ\ DUHDQGKRZ
you can become compliant.
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