Kudzu Bug

Megacopta cribraria




Kudzu Bug

* First species of Plataspidae
family in Western Hemisphere!

e 2009: First detection in U.S.
(Georgia)

* Agricultural pest to legumes

Nuisance pest to homeowners
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Kudzu Bug Distribution




Susceptible Plants

In the United States:
Kudzu
Soybean and other legumes
Corn
Sweet potato
Wisteria
Wheat




Kudzu
“The vine that ate the South”

O Distribution of Kudzu

Kudzu vine

Photo: Leslie J. Mehrhoff, University of Connecticut, Bugwood.org #5483399; Map courtesy of USDA database, National Agricultural Pest Information em (NAPI
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ldentification

Symbiont capsules in egg mass Hairy appearance of nymphs

Photos: (Top) - Joe Eger, Dow AgroSciences, Bugwood.org #5471831; Yasmin Cardoza, North Carolina State University, Bugwood.org #5472919

Bottom) - Yasmin ardoza or _.ou. ate iversi Bugwood.org #54 9 - Michasia a niversi of :o-.:ng.cu-:‘-
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|dentification - Adult

e Small,3.5-6 mm (0.14
—0.24 in) long

 Pseudosuture
e Enlarged scutellum

* Truncated posterior end
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Life Cycle

Development from egg to adult takes 6-8 weeks

Egg mass Nymphs and adults
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Damage

Kudzu bugs on corn Kudzu bugs on kudzu




Nuisance Pest

 QOverwinters on houses,
buildings, and vehicles

e Attracted to white and
vellow surfaces

* Emits a pungent odor
when disturbed
— Staining and skin irritation

Photos:
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Management

Outside control methods: Kudzu bug on soybean

* |nsecticides for temporary relief

 Biological control (in progress)

Inside control methods:

* Properly seal all windows,
doors, and small cracks.

* Replace damaged window
screens.

* Close off all other areas (such as
vents) with wire mesh or
screening.
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Look-alikes

Kudzu bug Shield-backed bug Thyreocorid

Megacopta cribraria Orsilochides guttata Galgupha ovalis
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Educational Disclaimer and Citation

* This presentation can be used for educational
purposes for NON-PROFIT workshops, trainings, etc.

 (Citation:

— Poplin, A., M.S., Smith, M., Ph.D., Hodges, A.,
Ph.D., 2014. Kudzu Bug, Megacopta cribraria, June
2014.
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