
Bagrada Bug 
(Bagrada hilaris)  

Photo: Gevork Arakelian, LA County entomologist, bugwood.org  #5493926 



Bagrada Bug 

• Stink bug  

• Native to Africa 

• First detected in the US 

–  Los Angeles County, CA 
2008 

• Also called painted bug, 
painted stink bug, African 
stink bug 

Photo: Gevork Arakelian, LA County entomologist, bugwood.org  #5493926 

Female and male Bagrada bugs 



Distribution 

Map based on: http://www.ncipmc.org/alerts/bagradabug.pdf.  

Es t a blished by sur v e y  or c o nsensus 

No sampling 

https://mail.ufl.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=3t3sS51BlEag4XlpBYzyVRQQoh_FtdAI8VXPFfyvD_EILMe58lNo27zXQAQrf7_h2na-IUgOQRw.&URL=http://www.ncipmc.org/alerts/bagradabug.pdf


Susceptible Plants 

Photo: (Top row) - Howard F. Schwartz, Colorado State University, www.Bugwood.org # 5363676; # 5359959.  (Bottom Row) - USDA APHIS PPQ Archive, USDA APHIS PPQ, 
www.Bugwood.org #UGA1148076; Gerald Holmes, Valent USA Corporation, www.Bugwood.org # 1573271. (Far Right) - Nikolai Sokolov, www.Bugwood.org # 5444203 

Potato Broccoli Sorghum 

Cotton Cabbage 



Identification: Adult  

Female Male 

Photo: Gevork Arakelian, LA County entomologist, bugwood.org #5493925 



Photos: Ron Hemberger, Irvine, Orange Co., Calif. All rights reserved. 

Identification: Nymphs  

Adults and nymphs Nymph 

Nymphs Nymph 



• Overwinter as adults 

• Females lay eggs in soil or on host plants 

• Incomplete metamorphosis 

• Nymphs molt 4 times 

 

Life Cycle 

Photos: (Eggs and the last instar) - Eric Natwick, Cooperative Extension Imperial County; (others) - Surendra Dara, UC Cooperative Extension  

Eggs 4 nymphal stages from early to late instars Adult 



Damage 

Photos: (Left) - John Palumbo, Univ. of Arizona; (Top) - Judi V. 
Cugat; (Bottom) - Wikimedia Commons.  Bagrada bugs feeding on a collard greens 

Bagrada bugs feeding on a fig 

Damage to broccoli 

http://www.whatsthatbug.com/wp-content/uploads/2010/07/bagrada_judy.jpg


Management 

• Weed management 
 

• Soil cultivation 
 

• Remove crop residues 
 

• Hand removal 
 

• Pyrethroid, neonicotinoids, organophosphate 
insecticides 
 

• Pyrethrins and azadirachtin for organic growers 

Gevork Arakelian, LA County entomologist, bugwood.org  #5493927 

Adults and nymphs on Alyssum plants 



Look-alike Species 

Photo: Delbert Crawford   

Adult and nymphal stage Bagrada bugs in San Pedro, CA 



Look-alikes 

Photos: (Left) - Gevork Arakelian, LA County entomologist, bugwood.org  #5493926; (Middle and Right) Russ Ottens, University of Georgia, www.bugwood.org, #1242018; #5377630 

Bagrada Bug  Ladybird Beetle  Harlequin Bug  
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Collaborating Agencies  

• U.S. Department of Agriculture Animal and Plant Health 
Inspection Service (USDA-APHIS) 

• Cooperative Agricultural Pest Survey Program (CAPS) 

• Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer 
Services (FDACS) 

• National Plant Diagnostic Network (NPDN) 

• Sentinel Plant Network (SPN) 

• Protect U.S. 

• University of Florida Institute of Food and Agricultural 
Sciences (UF-IFAS) 



Educational Disclaimer and Citation 

• This presentation can be used for educational 
purposes for NON-PROFIT workshops, trainings, etc. 

 

• Citation: 

– Hoenisch, R., M.S., Burkle, C., B.S., Hodges, A., 
Ph.D., 2014. Bagrada Bug (Bagrada hilaris), June 
2014 
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