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Polyandry refers to a female mating withEntomology professors and USDA researchers
more than one male. Although more common gave me good advice on where to find informa-
eusocial Hymenoptera, polyandry is widespreation.
across various taxa. Apis dorsata Results
(Hymenoptera:Apidae) is here named as the most . .

. ) In the primary literature, authors usually re-
polyandrous insect because it has been recordec(j)rted whether a species has sinale or multiole
to mate up to 53 times, each with a different mall P g P

A blue milkweed beetl€hrysochus cobaltinus Mmates, and some specified proportions of mul-

tiple matings. Page (1986) reported mating fre-

(Coleoptera: Chrysomelidae) female has requencies of 98 species. Those with greatest num-
corded up to 60 matings, though some of thege P ' g

were multiple matings with the same male er of matings werépis melliferaup to 20
P g ~times),Apis cerangup to 30) Atta sexdenfup

Mating is a process that has important evoIJQ 8) , andvespula maculiformigndV. squa-

tionary consequences. There are three types PSZ(‘%F’ ;o 10)&MO”TZ et al. ((11995h) reported
mating: inpolyandrya female copulates Witht atApis dorsatalemales mated with as many

more than one male; multiple matinga female as 53 mates. chklnsor) (1997) indicated
mate repeatedly with the same male: antdn that Chryspchus cobgltmu:ﬁCoIeoptera:
longed mating female copulates for a long timeChrysomehdae: Eumolpinae) female mated up

with a particular mate (Choe 1997). Some spéQ 60 times, but not necessarily with different
cies may show both polyandry and polygym?nales' _ _
(some males copulate with more than one fe- Discussion

male in a breeding season). Frequency of mat-Currently the most polyandrous species are
ing may be influenced by food quality, as wagusocial Hymenoptera, but records may change
reported with burying beetles (Trumbo & Eggerin the next few years. Numerous and profound

1994). studies on polyandry have been completed re-

This report aims to find the most polyandrougently, and the results are becoming available
insect, defined as the female insect with the higkCroizer & Pamilo 1996).

est number of matings with different males re- Studies orC. cobaltinusmarked individuals
ported in scientific literature. have shown that males and females mate with

Methods multiple partners in field, and often remate with

Primary literature was found mainly by searc the same individuals (Dickinson 1997). Single
ing Biological Abstracts and CAB, and querymatlng Is certainly the case for honeybee males,

ing the Entomo-L mailing list Secondarylitera:because they lose their genitalia after mating
ture was found in books at Marston Libra (Croizer & Pamilo 1996). Polyandry iApis

Ydorsatawas determined using single locus ge-
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netic markers. Three DNA microsatellite loci withpopulations and promoting polyandry in eusocial
a total of 27 alleles provided sufficient genetigcdymenoptera (Shykoff & Schmidt 1996). By
variability to classify the workers, deducing theithese facts and although cobaltinusmated up

genotype from father drones and queen motkp 60 timesApis dorsaliss considered the most
ers. The statistical procedure used to estimgi@lyandrous insect.
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