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Local associations have traditionally been the heart and soul of the association. To
see information about their activities, access the “Local” button at floridabeekeepers.
org. Four new groups have recently been organized, making a total of 12 associations
supporting the 1,300 legally-registered beekeepers spread out across an impressive
54,252 square miles, making up what is fondly called “The Sunshine State.”

The Florida State Beekeepers Association has also been involved recently in
initiatives that have injected new funding into Florida honey bee programs via its
involvement in the Florida Department of Agriculture & Consumer Services’ Honey
Bee Technical Council. Over the last two years, around $700,000 in funding for bee
research and extension efforts has been appropriated by the Florida legislature due
principally to association lobbying efforts. Another association initiative, which is
expected to go nationwide, is developing a standard of identity for honey, based in
part on that found in the International Codex. When adopted, Florida, one of the
four largest honey-producing states in the nation, will be the first to have adopted a
compositional standard of honey.

Each year in the fall, the association sponsors a yearly convention, and in the last
few years has held a one-day, mid-year event offering practical beekeeping sessions.
Beyond its regular membership, the association sports 80 lifetime members, whose
dues are paid by proceeds from the association’s apiary which is named after Florida
beekeeping icon, Conrad Cramer. Finally, it publishes The Florida Beekeeper, a
quarterly 48-page booklet crammed with news and advertising.

These are exciting and troubling times for Florida beekeepers. The media attention
given to the plight of honey bees has brought tremendous public awareness to
beekeepers’ efforts in maintaining bees as part of the fragile ecosystem.

Elmore Herman, past-president of the association, stated last year, “We are at the
crossroads of beekeeping; we can either stay in our bee yards and take no interest in
the bigger issues facing beekeepers, or we can join together, unify our position, and
make ourselves known in the state of Florida, to our government and its citizens.”
The best way for Florida beekeepers to do this is by joining the Florida State
Beekeepers Association. For more information, visit floridabeekeepers.org or contact
Dr. Malcolm T. Sanford, Executive Secretary, Phone: 352-336-9744 or
e-mail: beeactor@apisenterprises.com.
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Florida State Beekeeper’s Association: A Brief History
by Dr. Malcolm T. Sanford

This year marks the 88th anniversary of the Florida
State Beekeepers Association (FSBA). Some state
associations may have been organized for a greater number
of years, but few have made more significant contributions
to the beekeeping community, not only in Florida, but
across the nation.

According to Laurence Cutts, Florida Chief Apiarist
Emeritus, the organization was founded in Gainesville,
October 6, 1920, its mission being “to provide resources for
the improvement of beekeeping using proven techniques and
procedures in the management of honey bees and to share this
knowledge with everyone interested in the art of beekeeping.”
At its first meeting, among the 100 attendees were some of the state’s legendary
beekeepers who became the association’s first officers: J. W. Barney of Bradenton,
President; F. K. Isbell of Wewahitchka, Vice President; K. E. Bragdon of Cocoa,
Secretary; and J. R. Hunter of Wewahitchka, Treasurer.

The association’s first significant contribution was helping to promote tupelo
as a premier honey. “Between 1920 and 1940, tupelo honey shifted from a honey
for blending to a specialty honey recognized as one of the premier honeys of the
United States. Since then beekeepers have exercised care to produce and market
as pure a product as possible. In 1962, the Florida Department of Agriculture
& Consumer Services initiated a certification program for tupelo honey as a
marketing tool for those who produce a quality product. This continues to be the
only program of this nature in the United States.”(Packard, 1962).

8 ; In the past century, the high watermark for

e the state association was the passage of Florida
Statutes 586.14 on July 1, 1957. This act
compensated beekeepers for bees and equipment
destroyed by the state because of American
foulbrood, a measure which greatly helped
reduce the incidence of the disease and increased
cooperation between the Department and the
beekeeping industry. Florida was the first state to
implement such a program. Part of this program was to ensure all beekeepers were -
registered with the Department, which continues to be mandated by state law.

Hives destroyed due to foulbrood

(continued on back)



FROM THE DESK OF JERRY HAYES

In this issue, I want to take the opportunity to reinforce the

importance of responsible beekeeping practices.
Voluntary Best Management Practices

Protect yourself and the Florida beekeeping industry by
participating in the voluntary Best Management Practices
(BMP). BMP’s are one way to show that you are trying to follow
practices designed to help you be as professional, prudent, and
conscientious a Florida registered beekeeper as possible. We have

two separate issues in Florida. We have the feral environment

Fa
- Jerry Hayes, FDACS/DPI
Asst. Chief Apiary Inspection

transitioning to dominance by AHB. And, we have the managed
honey bees that are so important to Florida agriculture and

its environment and wildlife. We cannot have anyone in Florida think that our registered
beekeepers and their colonies are part of the problem and not part of the solution. There are
approximately 1,100 registered beekeepers in Florida. There are approximately 17 million

other Florida citizens who may not understand the issue. Florida beekeepers have to be

perceived as an asset not a liability. Remember, being informed and educating others can be a
valuable tool for the vital beekeeping industry.
On a sad note, as we all feared was probable, there has been a fatal Africanized honey bee

. stinging incident. Below are excerpts from the April 2008 DPI press release.
Okeechobee County Man Stung by Bees Dies

GAINESVILLE-The Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services’ Division of Plant
Industry (DPI) in cooperation with the University of Florida's Institute of Food & Agricultural Sciences
(UF/IFAS) announced today that a resident of Okeechobee County died as a result of being stung
over a hundred times by bees that initial lab results indicate are Africanized honey bees (AHB).
Though numerous domestic animals and livestock have been killed by AHB in Florida, if further
testing confirms these were AHB, this would be the first human fatality. In other states where AHB are
established, there have been over 17 human fatalities since 1990. The stinging incident happened
on April 9 in a rural area in the northwest section of the county. Though details of the incident have
not been confirmed, it was reported that the victim was attempting to dismantle a trailer where a nest
of bees had been observed. County rescue workers transported the victim to an area hospital where
he died after being on life support for an extended period. Medical staff indicated that the victim had
a fatal allergic reaction to the bee stings. On April 10, a DPI apiary inspector went to the site of the
attack with county fire and rescue personnel to collect samples for laboratory analysis to determine
if the bees were Africanized honey bees. The colony has been destroyed. The samples are being
analyzed at DPI's Gainesville laboratory and preliminary testing methods indicate a high probability
that the bees are Africanized. Full morphometric testing, which measures body size, wing and leg
ol length, and other identifying characteristics are underway.
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FROM THE DESK OF DR. JAMIE ELLIS

I once heard that honey bees are the second most written about
subject on the planet, behind religion. I’m not sure how accurate
the statement is, but it does reflect that a tremendous amount of
information exists on honey bees. I would like to use this article to
let you know what Florida bee resources are available to you.

1) FDACS/DPI Apiary Section website:
www.doacs.state.fl.us/pi/plantinsp/apiary/apiary. html

Through this site, Jerry Hayes (Chief of Apiary Inspection) =

and his team of bee inspectors list rules for keeping bees in

Florida, information on Best Management Practices, African bee = -
information, and so much more. Dr. Jamie Ellis

2) University of Florida Honey Bee Research and Extension UF ASsil TofcS
Laboratory website: UFhoneybee.com — This is my lab’s website. Here, you will find
information about our extension, research, and instruction efforts. Included under the
“extension” tab is information on the UF Bee College; the UF Master Beekeeper Program;
archived, electronic copies of the Melitto Files; and training videos, informational documents,
presentations, etc. (this part is under construction). Under the “research” tab, we list all of the
research projects that my lab is undertaking currently (this part is under construction). To meet
the UF team, check out the “people” tab.

3) UF Solutions for Your Life website: solutionsforyourlife.ufl.edu

This website exists to put the breadth of knowledge of UF at your fingertips. Type your
keyword in the search box, and everything that the UF faculty has created on the subject will
appear. For beekeepers, this includes all of the beekeeping-related information we offer. (ps:
this site is not only for your beekeeping questions, but all of your questions. Go ahead, do a
search here and watch the information pour fourth).

4) UF EDIS website: edis.ifas.ufl.edu - This website hosts UF’s informational documents.
When you go to the site, type “honey bee” in the search box and you will find all documents
related to honey bees, produced by UF employees.

5) Florida State Beekeepers Association: floridabeekeepers.org - Here, you will find
information about all of Florida’s local bee associations (click “local” on the left side of the
homepage — there are 11 such groups) as well as information on upcoming FSBA events.
Every beekeeper in Florida should be a member of the FSBA! The FSBA has a quarterly
newsletter (The Florida Beekeeper) and a group list on yahoo.com. For info on both, click the
“news” tab on the FSBA homepage.

6) Other beekeeper groups: groups.yahoo.com - Go to this website, and type “Florida
Beekeeper” in the search box. This will give you a list of nine “Yahoo! groups” that discuss
honey bees; it appears that only eight are related directly to beekeeping in Florida. Through
these forums, you can share ideas with other beekeepers. It always helps to get advice from
other beekeepers facing the same challenges as you! 1
7) UF African Bee Extension and Education (AFBEE) program: afbee.com .
The AFBEE program is a joint effort between FDACS-DPI and UF/IFAS. Through this

program, we are trying to educate Florida citizens about African bees. At this website, you will

find presentations, videos, informational documents, etc. You can use these resources to help

spread the word about African bees, or simply refresh your understanding of this bee.
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EVERYTHING YOU WANTED TO KNOW ABOUT Bee STINGS;
BUT WERE AFRAID TO ASK
Jason Graham - UF Entomology Graduate Student

Beekeepers are familiar with getting stung. It’s an occupational hazard similar to a
chef’s burn or a carpenter’s hammered fingernail. The sting however carries with it a
stigma that terrifies much of the general public. To excuse the running and screaming
associated with fleeing a rogue bee, people often claim a bee allergy. While allergic
reactions to stings are serious, it’s likely only a fraction of those who claim bee
allergies have actually been medically diagnosed as allergic. The fear may be due to
panic that sets in when one is stung, and the shock that something so small has caused

such an overwhelming reaction. W]
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terminal abdominal ganglion (TAG).

Sensitive hairs on the sting provide feedback to the TAG, relaying the position of
the sting. Seven or more barbs on the end of the serrated lancelets catch the skin and
slide against each other dragging the stylet deeper into the skin. The top of the sting
contains a venom sac which pumps venom down the stylet into the wound.

The venom is a complex cocktail of chemicals with the purpose of attacking cells
and tissue. Mellitin, a peptide, makes up about 50% of the venom. It acts to move
in between the phospholipids of the cell membrane and force it open. This exposes
the cell to the rest of the components of venom. If this cell is a neuron, the damaged
membrane upsets the balance of ions within and out of the nerve cell causing jolts of
pain through the human central nervous system.

Norepinephrine shuts off the blood flow, concentrating venom in the area of the
sting and turning the skin white and hard. Mast cell degranulating peptide targets
the mast cells triggering them to release histamine and dilating the blood vessels. In
people allergic to bee stings, this flood of histamine causes plummeting blood pressure
and bronchial spasms and swelling which are all symptoms of anaphylactic shock.

When the stinging bee takes to flight, the barbs of the sting are anchored into the
skin and cause the bee abdomen to tear. This exposes additional alarm pheromones
and leaves the sting and venom sac pumping venom for up to 10 minutes. This is why
it is important to scrape out a sting as soon as possible with a finger nail or card, and
not to squeeze the venom sac.

The sting is a fascinating biological weapon which costs the life of an individual
bee in protection of the colony as a whole. The physiology of the bee sting works
like a well-oiled machine delivering a precise mixture of chemicals that scream to the
invader “RUN AWAY!,” but to understand, accept and respect the sting is as much a
part of beekeeping as enjoying the honey.

FLORIDA MELITTO FILES ... NEWS FOR BEE LOVERS

FROM MiCHAEL K. O’MALLEY
COORDINATOR; UF AFRICAN BEE EXTENSION AND EDUCATION PROGRAM

EXPLAINING THE BEST MANAGEMENT PRACTICES
These Best Management Practices (BMPs) aim to preserve public safety and
protect the beekeeping industry from being liable for any AHB incidents. To
help beekeepers understand the importance and reasoning behind them, two
BMPs, along with a brief description, will be featured in this and upcoming
issues of the Florida MeLITTO FiLEs. | discussed BMP points 7 and 8 in
the last issue of the Melitto Files and, I continue with points 9 and 10 below
(there are 12 total). A complete list of Florida BMPs is available by visiting
on the web http://www.doacs.state.fl.us/pi/plantinsp/apiary/apiary.html.

9. Immediately re-queen with a European Queen if previously installed
clipped or marked queen is found missing. If the clipped/marked queen is
missing, the bees will begin to rear a new queen. When this virgin queen
emerges, she will begin her mating flight and will mate with several drones
from the surrounding area. African honey bees produce a much higher
proportion of drones than do European bees. Consequently, when a virgin
European queen conducts a mating flight in an area where African bees are
present in the feral environment, she may encounter and mate with African
drones, thereby producing hybrid progeny. As a result, it is important that
beekeepers do not allow their bees to rear queens but replace a superceded
or missing queen a with European clipped/marked queen.

40. Maintain one European drone source colony (250 square inches of
drone comb) for every 10 colonies in order to reduce supercedure queens
mating with AHB drones. Generally, a beekeeper should cut queen cells

in an effort to thwart both swarming and the production of virgin queens.
However, if an accidental supercedure queen does emerge, a beekeeper
should maintain in his or her apiary a drone source colony that contains

at least 250 square inches of drone comb to prevent a virgin queen from
mating with AHB on her mating flight. Drone cell foundation is available
from most bee equipment providers and can be used to create drone source
colonies. One side of deep foundation is about 140 square inches. As such,
including one frame of drone foundation per 10 colonies of bees will satisfy
this requirement.

For more information visit: afbee.ifas.ufl.edu

JULY - SEPT 2008



ydog pue Sny ul Woo[q 0} soNUNUO)) . ‘1oquIdIdog Ul WOO[q 0} SONUNUO)), ISNINY UT WOO[q 0) SONUNU0)),

WSI] J1 SOIUO[0I PISJ ‘MO[J Je}odu ou JJ (§
(oaoqe 1dog T4 "N 99s) "g-[Iprwun,j SuIsn oseasip
BUWIOSON] J0J SO1U0[09 Sunean Jopisuo)) (¢

Joddog mory Joddog "g Suoxns J1 soruo[od 1odng (g
uel[IZelq + 9AOQe Sk JWeS i(An[ 29s) BOLIBA 10J SAIUO[0D JIOIUOIA (] 1dag
uone[mudA Auojood enbape amsuyg 30y s,.31 (¢
SO[199q 9AIY [[EWS [01IUOD puE 10} JOIUON (§
WSI] J1 SAIU0[00 Pad] (g
g9/dAV 10} Jsnp UIDAWELIS [, [IIM Jea1], (T
JAO0QE Sk dwes (A 995) BOIIRA JOJ SAIUO[0D JOITUON (] gny
11 Aemy o\ YV AJIdY ‘prendidy :opnjour
suond( ‘s1oquInu 9SAY} PIIX NOK JI JBAIL],
“YISUI)S AGRIIAE JO AUO[0D © JOJ [[OI IO}
oy BONABIIN UR Ul SO)IW +/ | JO UIAIIS ANDIIS B UO ABP/SI)IW
‘PO MBS ‘  MO[[IA\ | (09 ST P[OYSAIY) OIWOU0DJ Y[, "A[SO[d SAIUO[0D
9SOIWILI] ‘G, JOAO[D) UBDIXIA Jojiuow — moi3 0} ur3aq suonendod vowre A (7 epLIoj
‘wWIed ‘¢ AIPoaN ystueds | sdojs mopy urews - Louoy ssado1d pue dAowY (| Amr yInos
YSI] J1 SAIUO[0D PAJJ “MO[J 183U ou J] (§
(oa0qe 1dag T N 998) "g-[Iprun,{ Suisn dseasIp
BUWASON] 10J SO1U0[09 unear) dpIsuo)) (¢
ISy ysng mory Joddog "g Suoxs J1 soruooo 1odng (g
‘1oddog uer[izeig ‘poop\ 1ews i(An[ 29s) BOLIBA 10J SAIUO[0D JOIUOIA (] 1dag
uone[mudA Auojoo enbape amsuyg 30y s37 (S
S9[199q AAIY [[BWS [01UOD PUR I0J JOIUOIN (§
W3I] J1 $TU0[0D PAd] (€
JruINg ‘JI0ISY dUIA q49/9AV 10J 2snp urdoAwerd [, yam el (g
‘poIuApIOn ‘JUIA popods i(An[ 29S) BOLIBA 10OJ SAIUO[0D JONUOIA (] sny
oJomopzAeq /romoprdg I Aemy A AV ALY ‘pren3idy :opnjour peoye
oyMOIIA 9SOIWLI] ‘| OAOISURIA suond( ‘s1oquInu 9SAY} PIIXA NOK JI JBAIL], SyoaM
*,8od 98pLIIe( | I0A0[) dLITRI] "YISUIIS dFLIIAR JO AUO[0I B IOJ [[OI IYID €-C
[Iypues ‘ Aeqpay ‘| PodIm Ue Ul S9}IW +/ ] 10 U910 AO1S B UO ABp/Sa)Ill mng 14 °N
jutof ‘orddy 1oydon) ‘wijed | 409 SI P[OYSAIY} OIUOUO0I Y ], *A[9SO[O SAIUO[0D 0} Je[IwIs
‘uuLnng ‘g, A0 UBIIXAA Joytuow — moi3 03 urdaq suoneindod eoireA (g ‘BpLIO[]
‘opewrfed ‘. O[PAdN ystueds | sdojs mofj urewr - Kouoy ssad01d pue dA0wWY (| AMr | [enuwd)
WSI] JI SAIUO[0D PAJJ 03 dnunuo)) (¢
DUD.12D DUIDSON
[01u09 03 dniAs pajedIpaw Jo suo[[es 4 se yonw
Se poou Aew SAIUO[0)) “g-[Iprwun,{ SuIsn IseasIp
BUWASON JOJ SAIUO[0d Funean} JopIsuo)) (g
IQISY yshg ‘paop\ MewS (A0 995) BOLIBA JOJ SATUO[0D JOITUON (] 1dog
uone[nuaA Auojod denbape ansuy {10y s3] (S
S9[199q AAIY [[BWS [01IUOD PUE I0J JOIUO (§
WS3I] J1 $3TU0[0D Pad (€
JBUING I0ISY QUIA qg49/94V 10J 2snp uroAwerd ], yym 1edi], (g
‘pOIUAP[OD ‘JUIIA popods i(An[ 29s) BOLIBA 10J SAIUO[0D JOIUOIA (] sny
oomojAegromioprds I Aemy NN AV ALY ‘pren3idy :apnjour
GyMOIIA 9SOIWII] ‘| 9AOISUBIA suond(Q ‘sraqunu sy} PAIIXA NOA JI 18],
*,89d 98pLIIE( | I0A0[) dLITEI] "YISUdIS dGeIIAR JO AUO[0I B IOJ [[OI IAYID
[Iypues ‘. Aeqpay ‘| Poam U Ul SOJIW +/ [ 10 UdIIOS ANDIIS B UO ABP/SI)IW
jutof ‘o[ddy zoydon ‘wied | +(09 SI P[OYSAIY} OTWOUOID A T, *A[OSO[O SAIUO[0D
‘uruanng ‘g I9A0D) UBOIXIA] Jojruow — moi13 03 ur3aq suonendod vore A (7 epLIO[]
‘opewrfed ‘ O[PAAN ystueds | sdojs mofj urewr - Kouoy ssa001d pue dA0WY ([ Amr YJI0N
syue[d Surwoorg Jepud[e)) JUdWIFRURIN JIUOIN

800T AANNNS — AVANITYD ININIDYNYN J3AIINIIF yAIJONA




