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Profile

Entomologist with B.S. degree in agronomy, M.S. and Ph.D. degrees in entomology, 25 years of experience in
insect control, 19 years of experience in social insects, control of urban and public health pests, with focus on
microbe/insect interactions, and microbial control of insects. Experienced in coordination of large
research/demonstration programs in integrated management of fire ants, and development of public health
pests. Formally trained and experienced as supervisor of laboratory and field technicians. Experience in
coordination of large research/extension programs. Experienced in commercial-scale production and
formulation of entomopathogens as biopesticides against insect pests, as well as basic and applied research on
insect diseases. Strong communication skills and ability to effectively interact with researchers, stakeholders
and general public, both in collaborative research projects and in outreach programs.

Recent Accomplishments


mailto:rpereira@ufl.edu

66 peer-reviewed publications, and 17 book chapters.
6 patents on use of entomopathogens for control of fire ants and other insect pests.

Coordination of the Deployed War-Fighter Protection (DWFP) research program, a US Department of
Defense-sponsored USDA-ARS research project (approx. USS 1.5 million/year).

Coordination of USDA areawide project on integrated management of fire ants (approx. USS 1
million/year), and development of educational materials on fire ant biological control.

2006 USDA-ARS Technology Transfer Award for fire ant areawide project.

2006 Federal Laboratory Consortium Southeast Region Honorable Mention for Excellence in Technology
Transfer.

2005 Achievement Award for Team Research from the Florida Entomological Society for research on first
fire ant virus.

Development of dual-action (insect and plant pathogen) control using entomopathogenic fungus
Beauveria bassiana.

Development of Beauveria bassiana as a biocontrol agent for fire ants and other pest ants.
Discovery of 3 new fire ant diseases in Florida.
Establishment of decapitating flies (Pseudacteon curvatus) in western and eastern Tennessee.

Participation in the planning retreat for the Federal Interagency Committee on Invasive Terrestrial
Animals and Pathogens (ITAP).

Participation in the USDA-ARS Workshop on Critical Issues in Biological Control.
Participation in grants and contracts totalling >$1,400,000.

Education
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1991 Ph.D., Entomology, University of Florida, Gainesville, FL Dissertation: "Evaluation of the
Entomopathogenic Fungus Beauveria bassiana on the Red Imported Fire Ant, Solenopsis invicta"

1987 M.S., Entomology, Cornell University, Ithaca, NY. Thesis: "Dry Mycelium Formulations of
Entomopathogenic Fungi, Metarhizium anisopliae and Beauveria bassiana, with Inclusion of Ultraviolet-
Radiation Protectants".

1981 B.S., Agronomy ("Engenheiro Agronomo"), Escola Superior de Agricultura "Luiz de Queiroz" (ESALQ),
Univ. de Sao Paulo, Piracicaba, Brazil. Internship, Entomology Dept.: Microbial Control of Pests.
(Scholarship from Abbott Laboratories). Period: Feb. 1980 - Dec. 1981. Internship, Genetics Dept.:
Sugarcane Cytology. Period: Dec. 1979 - Jan. 1980.

Other Special Training
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2006 Florida Mosquito Control Association 2006 Dodd Plenary Short Courses. Ocala, FL.
2004 Success-Oriented Supervision - 2-credit correspondence course - USDA Graduate School.

1994 Biotechnology Training Program, Interdisciplinary Center for Biotechnology Research, University of
Florida, Gainesville, FL.

1993 Good Laboratory Practice Standards Training Session, Entomological Society of America & Society of
Quality Assurance, Indianapolis, IN.

1981 Sterility in Pharmaceutical and Food Industries and in Medical Facilities, Centro Latino Americano de
Capacitacion Y Desarollo de Empresas, Sao Paulo, SP, Brazil.

















































































