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BOOK REVIEW

ANIMAL COMMUNICATION, 2nd ed. Hubert and Mable Frings. 1977. University of
Oklahoma Press, Norman. 207 p. $4.95 (paperback). This book first appeared in 1964.
The title page of the present edition reads, “Second Edition, Revised and Enlarged.”
Comparing the second edition with the first, I found no changes in the first 10 of the
11 chapters; only the final chapter and bibliography had been updated.

Even though the illustrative examples are not as current as they were in 1964, the
book remains a useful, nontechnical introduction to animal communication. Its most
significant deficiency is its failure to explain some of the subtler aspects of communi-
cation that are today the center of attention for many biologists. For example, the
Fringses stress that signals exchanged by sexual partners prior to mating insure that
the individuals are of the same species, but only obliquely refer to the fact that in-
dividuals of one sex (females in most species) can benefit by requiring considerably
more of a mating partner than that it be of the proper species. Furthermore, individuals
of the other sex can benefit by deceiving potential partners as to their satisfying such
requirements or by intercepting potential partners who are approaching truthfully
signalling individuals.

Thomas J. Walker



